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Subject: SMITH, WILLIAM GARDNER 
FOlPANo. 1060225-000 

Dear Requester: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 
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224 page(s) were reviewed and 169 page(s) are being released. 

3 Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA], This information has been: 

3 referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

□ referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 

3 You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 
New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 
date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information 
Appeal” or “Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 

□ The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 



If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

e See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


For your information, records that may be responsive to your Freedom of Information Act request 
have been transferred to the National Archives. You may desire to direct a request to the National Archives, 8601 
Adelphi Road, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001. 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or 

foreign policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 

with the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 

records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 
of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures tor law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 

crime or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her 
identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual 
pursuant to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government 
service the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity ot the 
person who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


REPORT MADE AT 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


FOIPA #1060225 


X347 iSTU. 


DATE WHEN 
MADE 

5/S/S l 



RACTER OF CASE 


WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 
INFORMATION CONTAI 


titn-T TTAif n kDTirT 

; OF FACTS 


SECURITY MATTER - 


WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH presently resides 
at 12 33 N. 54th St., Phila., and is employed 
as a reporter by the Pittsburgh Courier, 

Phila. , Pa. He is the author of the best 
seller "Last of the Conquerors. u SMITH has 
been actively associated -with the Phila- 
delphia branch of the Socialist Workers Party 
and is believed to be a member of the SWP. 

He v/as considered a contact and prospective 
member of the Workers Party in 1943, and has ^ 
been active in both the Philadelphia Chapter 
of the Civil Rights Congress and the Phila- ^ N 
delphia Council of the Arts, Sciences, and 
Professions. Activities and description 
set forth. No credit or criminal record at 
Philadelphia .XL. / 


DETAILS: 


* / 



This investigation is predicated upon infor- 
mation received from Philadelphia [Confidential 
Informan ts! I all of known re- 

liability^ to the effect that WILLIAM GARDNER 
SMITH is believed to be a member of the Phila- 
delphia branch of the Socialist Workers Party. 

The Socialist Workers Party has been declared 
by the Attorney General to be an organization 
coming within the purview of Executive Order 
#9835, 1 / * l rr *■ - M 


t do not Write in these spaces 


379969 


* t u\ 

. »2- O 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

.5 - Bureau ^ 

3 - Phila. 

cc: ■ - /-vn 


! I'joY - ' \ •' 4^4 ,0 

Lb 

,S - Jj .... j J \ U - 

:: J 

r 



PROPERTY OF FBI— THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 


U S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE lfl— 5925&-1 














PERSONAL HISTORY 


On April 4, 1951, [ 


Bureau of Vital 


Statistics, City Hall Annex, Philadelphia, produced records of his office 
reflecting that "Babyv Smith" was bom at Philadelphia on February 6 , 1927, 
the son of LEON VERNOWEHSLEY and EDITH SMITH. 


Nl 


Also on April a, 1951, I 1 Pupil-Personnel 

Division, Philadelphia Board of Education, advised that a review of the 
records of her office reflected that, WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH was born at 
Philadelphia on February 6, 1927* He entered the Smith Elementary School, 
Philadelphia, in September, 1932, and continued in attendance therein until 
February, 1938, at which time he entered the Barratt Junior High School* 

He attended the Barratt Junior High School from February, 1938, to February, 
1941, at which time he entered the Benjamin Franklin High School, Phila- 
delphia* He was graduated from the latter school in February, 1941. The 
record reflected his parents as WILLIAM SMITH, father, deceased, and B33YTIIA 
SMITH, Mother* The record further reflected that during the period of his 
attendance in the Philadelphia Public Schools WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH resided 
at the following addresses: 1438 South 19th Street, 1424 South 19th Street, 

and 1828 "Wilder Street, all Philadelphia, Pa. S 


bo 

b7C 


1 1 Records Unit Division, Veterans Admin- 

istration Regional Office, 128 North Broad Street, F&Lladelphia, produced 
records of his office reflecting that WILLIAM Gv -SMI TO, ASN 43013962, born 
at Philadelphia on February 6, 1927, entered the U. SI Army at Fort Meade, 
Maryland, on January 8, 1946, and received an Honorable Discharge on February 
19, 1947, as a Technician, 5th Grade * at the U. S. Army Separation Center, 
Fort Dix, New Jersey. The record further reflected that SMITH served over- 
seas in the European Theater of Operations from June- 13, 1946, until January 
21, 1947, during which time he was assigned to the 66lst T.C. Truck Company* 

The record further reflected that the subject entered the Temple 
University School of Business and Public Administration under the G.I. Bill 
on March 5, 1947, to study Journalism. He continued in attendance until May 
17, 194 9 , at which time he withdrew from school because of "the pressure of 
outside contractual commitments." Record inflected that he did not complete 





Ms course of study, and, consequently, was not 
Record also reflected that in September, 19U8, 
dence as 1330 South 20th Street, Philadelphia, 


awarded an academic degree, 
the subject listed Ms resi- 
Pa. 


I I Clerk. Registrar’s Office, Temple University, 

advised that a review of her records reflected- that the subject was in 
attendance in the University's School of Business and Public Administration 
from dareh 5, 1947, until hay 17, 1914?, at which time he withdrew voluntarily 
due to 11 the pressure of outside contractual comMtments . " She further advised 
that the records of her office reflected the subject's place and : 8e pf birth 
as Philadelphia on February 6, 1927, and Ms parent as Mrs. EDIT. -nTT-^yAPuM, 
1328 Milder Street, Philadelphia. Record further reflected that Mile attend- 
ing Temple University the subject was employed as a staff reporter for the 
Pittsburgh Courier. 


On April 4, 1951, [ 


1 Marriage License Bureau, 


Room li!7. City Hall, PMladelphia, advi sed that the rec ords of Ms office re- 


at Philadelphia on 


fleet that MILLIAM G. SMITH was married[ 

July 23, 1949* The record further revealed that in the marriage license 
application 1TLLIAU G. SIUTII stated that he was born at PMladelpMa February 
6, 1927, was a writer by occupation, and at the tine of application was res id- 



The March 12, 1949, issue of the Pittsburgh Courier, on page 2, 
column 2, contained an article reflecting that the subject is the author 
of the novel "The Last of the Conquerors," described as a "story of Negro 
G.I. 's in Germany." 


The October l5, 1950, issue of the PMladelpMa Inquirer Sunday 
Magazine Section contained an article on page 37, column 5, reflecting that' 




r 



I 
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3IHTK had at tiiat time just completed a new novel "Anger at Innocence," 
which was then in the process of publication. The article further re- 
flected that SMITH was at that time employed as the Philadelphia corres- 
pondent for a Pittsburgh newspaper. 

The November, 1950, issue of the "Philadelphia Fellowship Commission 
Report to the Community," published by the Philadelphia Fellowship Commission, 
contained an article on page 1*, column 1, reflecting that 7HLLIAM GARDNER 
SMITH had been appointed Librarian of the Philadelphia Fellowship Commission 
Library. 

^ In this connection, {confidential Informant I I adviser in late 

January, tat SMITH had resigned his position as Librarian with the 

Philadelphia F^ll^wship Commission in order to devote his time to writing. 

This same informant in January, 1950, advised that WILLIAM GARDNER 
SMITH resided at 1233 North 5Uth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The current Philadelphia Cross-Reference Telephone Directory 
reflects that WILLIAM G AR .p'NRR . fftgTU continues to reside at that address 
at the present time. 

f) \^Ton April 3, 1951* Confidential Informant! | of known reliability, 
advisjeytha^ SMITH continued to be employe d as a reporter by the Pittsburgh 
Courier, 512 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

. i *■- . * -5 /. T / ■ 

POSITION Aim IEMBSR3IZE? IN TIE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY v 

r 7 (iry“'7==^<f 

I In early December, 19h9* Confidential Informant l-iNentifi&d 

MILLLAK GAUDIER SMITH as a sympathizer of the Pliiladelphia Branch of the 
Socialist Workers Party. The informant further advised that members of the 
Philadelphia Branch of the Party were at that time anxious to recruit SMITH 
into membership in the Socialist Workers Party. He added, however, that 
officei^bf the Philadelphia Branch of the Party were concerned with SMITH 
because he had openly professed admiration for PAUL ROBESON. Informant 
further stated, however, that a majority of the officers of the Philadelphia 
Branch of the SVi/P had defended SMITH’S admiration for ROBESON as being "a 




1 
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natural thing" since ROBESON, despite his leanings towa rds th^ " S talini s ts " 
wa s an impressi ve national Negro figure. He added that ! I 

of I 1 Philadelphia Organizer of the ST?P, had been one of the prom- 

inent hae mbers of the branch who had defended the subject, and stated that 
1 1 -while admitting that SLHTH was somewhat sympathetic to the Communist 

Party, had during a discussion concerning SLHTH stated that the subject was 
at that time "at the crossroads" between the Commu nist Part y and the Socialist 
Yforkers Party. The informant further advised that | | load urged all of 

the members of the branch to ’’save SLHTH for the Socialist Workers Party, " 
and that in this connection the officers of the branch had invited SLHTH to 
attend a special meeting of the branch to be held at Party headquarters on 
December 3> 19^9, at which a discussion on ROBESON was to be held, the pur- 
pose*- of wliich was to point out that although ROBESON was a great artist, he 
ha& played a "dirty role politically." 

The magazine section of the April 16, 1 9kh 3 issue of "The Worker,” 
the Sunday edition of the "Daily Worker," an East Coast Communist newspaper, 
carried an article entitled "The History of Paul Robeson," by NAT LAW. This 
article quoted ROBESON as follows: 


. "How can I describe my feelings upon crossing the Soviet border? 

All I can say is that the moment I came there, I realized that I had found 
what I had been seeking all my life. It was a new planet — a new constellation. 
It filled me with such happiness as I have never known in my life." 

This article indicates that the visit to Russia of which ROBESON 
was speaking occurred around 193U. 

' ,T " T ' 1 _^X^^iring April, 19 Ub, Confidential Informant I I of known reliability, 
advise^johal PAUL ROBESON was a member of the Communist Party under the name 
of JOHN THOMS. 


fin late January, 193>0, Confidential Informant I 1 advise 

| had advised him that she had succeeded in winning WILLIAH 
GARDNER SLHTH "back into the fold." 

^lso in late January, 1950, Confidential Informant ! | described)^ 
T/ILLIAIL GARDNER SLHTH as a. "very strong sympathizer" of the Socialist Workers 

•v^, L -j r LU f 


- 5 - 
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arty, and expressed the opinion that SUITS would apply for membership 
in the Philadelphia Branch of the STOP in the near future. • ^ 

___ (UJ _>><" 

lln late June, 1950 , Confidential Informant I | advise c^that^ 

y- TT.T.T AT: GARDNER SMITH had been one of a select number of individuals who 
had been requested by the Philadelphia Branch of the Socialist Workers 
Party to attend a Youth Labor Delegation to Yugoslavia during the summer 
of 19^0 as delegates of the Philadelphia Branch of the Socialist Workers 

party ‘ . (U) . >< 

\jn uhis connection, Confidential Informant | | advised] >hdt 

delegates to uhe Youth Labor Delegation referred to above were to be 
fI re liable and established members of the Philadelphia branch of the 
Socialist Workers Party.’^ /yj 


/ In early January, 1951, Confidential Informant ~ | adviagdj^tftat ^ 
a factionW-dispute had arisen in the Philadelphia Br anch^Sf the S ocialist 
Workers Party over the issue of the qualifications of I 1 to hold 

the position of organizer of the Philadelphia Branch of the party. The 
informant further advised that the minority faction seeking to oust I I 

as organizer of the branch had also severely criticized WILLIALI GARDNER 
SMITH, and had indicated that the branch should refuse membership in the 
Party to SMITH because of the fact that he had previously been a member 
of the Communist Party. Informant further advised that members of the 
majority faction denied that SMITH had ever been a member of the Communist 
party, and branded the attack by the minority faction on SiHTH as an attempt 
by that faction to divert attention from the real issues involved in the 
dispute. 


ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF OF THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTI 


<u 


lln early December, 19U9, Confidential Inf ormant l 1 advis edj^hat 

the subject, on December 8 and 9, 19U9, had participated in addressing and 
mailing notices concerning a special meeting of the Socialist. Workers Party 
to be held SWT' Headquarters, 1303 West Girard Avenue, Philadelphia. 

;jln early March, 1950, Confidential Informant! | advise^, that \ ' 
WILLIAM 'dARDHER SMITH had been requested to attend a special meeting of 


(U) 


**1 p V . 




the Philadelphia Branch of the Socialist Yforkers Party to be held at Par ty 
Headquarters on March 10, 1950, and addressed by | ~| a 

national functionary of the Socialist Workers Party* However, the informant 
did not personally attend this particular -^eqting^ and was unable to state 
whether or not SMITH had actually done so. v C>4<r^ 

tui , , (UI 

£lri late May, 1950, Confidential Informant ! I further advl 

SMITH, at the request of the Philadelphia Branch of the Party, had agreed to 
write articles for "The Militant 1 ’ on the general topic of ’’Civil Rights.” 



■ ’’The Militant” is a weekly Trotskyite newspaper published by the 
Militant Publishing Association, 116 University Place, New York City. 

JOSEPH HANSEN, a national functionary of the Socialist Workers 
Party, and in 19^6 the Socialist Workers Party candidate for the U. S. Senate 
from the State of New York, on page 27 of the pamphlet entitled "The 
Socialist Workers Party, What It Is, What It Stands For,” described "The 
Militant” as the official weekly newspaper of the Socialist Workers Party. 


i As set forth previously, Confidential Informant □ advised in late 
June, 1950,. that SMITH had been requested by officers of the Philadelphia 
Branch of the Socialist Workers Party to attend a Youth and Labor Convention 
$o be held in Yugoslavia from July 20 to September lU, 1950. The informant 
further advised that SMITH had at first evinced genuine interest in attending 
this convention but had subsequently declined to do so, explaining that he 
felt that "the Friends of New Yugoslavia," the organization sponsoring the 
convention, would be regarded as a subvers ive organization . In this con- 
nection the informant further advised that ! ~ L New York City 

Organizer of the Socialist Workers Party, had dir#C\bed officers of the Phila- 
delphia: Branch of 'the Party to make every effort to persuade SMITH to attend 
the Youth and Labor Convention as a delegate of the Philadelphia Branch of 


the Party 

(U) 




(U) 


, Y/ith referen ce to the Youth and Labor. Convention/ 


Confidential Informant 


ed to above. 
Socialist 


of known reliability,' advi’se^jtfeat 
Workers Party and the "Friends of New Yugoslavia" had collaborated in organ- 
izing this convention* The informant added that the delegate* thereto were 
to visit Yugoslavia, where they were to participate in construction projects 
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on a voluntary oasis and to tour the country. According to the informant, 
the purpose of this delegation was to acquaint the youth of as many nations 
as possible with the "true state of affairs" in Yugoslavia in order to 
counteract the world-wide Stalinist campaign against Yugoslavia, and to 
promote a spirit of international friendship and brotherhood. 

This sane'' informant further advised that national headquarters 
for the Youth Labdr Delegation were established at 2k7 Lexington Avenue, 
hew York City. 

-XjJ 1 r 

L identified by Confidential Informant|_ 


reliability, df 'a member of the Socialist Workers. Party,^ 
National Executive Secretary of this delegation. 

(U) 


] of known 
was appointed as 



n November, 1900, Confidential Informant! 
a cfTose associate of 


GARDNER SMITH was a frequent vi sitor to the home of the[ 


J of unknown relia- 
ad visedlthat 11LLIAII 


POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 


<U) 


WILLIAM 


H ci^I 


late October, 1950, Confidential Infornantj_ 


TIER SMITH had prepared biographical sketches on 


advissedlthat 


So cialis t Workers Party candidates for the U. ST" Senate 
and Governor m tne 3.950 Pennsylvania General Elections for the Philadelphia 
Branch of the Socialist Workers Party. The informant further advised that 
these sketches were to be utilized by the branch in connection with the 
Party's Pennsylvania State Election Campaign. 

The Llay 20, 1950, issue of the Pittsburgh Courier, Philadelphia 
edition, contained an article on page 2, column H, written by the subject 
under the caption "Lady Candidate Raps Political Dictators." Thi g articl e 


reflected the results of the personal interview had by SMITH with 

the Socialist Workers Party candidate for the U. S. Senate in the 


1990 Pennsylvania General Elections. The article refle cted that durin g 


the course of the interview the subject had inquired of | Con- 
cerning principles of the Socialist? Workers Party, to which l had 

replied: "The only real solution lies.. in international Socialism — not the 

dictatorship they have in Russia or the Social Democracy they have in England. 
I mean real international Socialism, with planned economy and workers* control 
of the factories and industries." 
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x ' SUBJECT’S 

DATE] TYPE 0? MEETING LOCATION FUNCTION AGENDA SOURCE 


2/19/hi 



5/27 /h9 


L 


StVP. 


Regular closed branch 
meeting, Phila. 
branch, STflP. 


Executive Committee 
Meeting, Phi la, Branch, 

STJP . 


Open Forum Meeting 
sponsored by Phila. 
Branch, SWP. 


1/28/50 Social. 


- 9 - 


Attended. 

Unknown 

im 

of 

Acted as 


known b2 

featured 


reliabili h7n 

speaker. 


2/20/U9 I 

Attended. 

Unknown 





h/h) 

1 

%9 

Til VV 

Attended. 

Business 

1 1 


Submitted a 

Meeting 

known 

report in 


reliability. 




connection 
•w/activities 
of the Simpson 
Defense Committee. 


Attended. 
Acted as 
featured 
speaker. 


Discussion 
of general 
topic "The 
Public 
Trial of 


□ 


of 


nr ioT/n 
relia- 
bility, 

5/27/1*9. 

the Murderers 
of the JEPC 
at Harrisburg.” 


Attended 


A social 
sponsored 
by phila. 


1/31/50 


Branch, _> 

in lion 
PulYIvION 
Labor 3e 




1728/50 

of jEC'IGExIT A m 

urns, Natl. (■ 

etary,~ 'SWp4M 



. V 
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DATE TIPS OP I EDTING 

Ii/17/50 Meeting of the' 
Executive Com*, 
Phila. Branch, 
S';!?. 


LOCATION 

S7IP Headquarters, 
1303 W. Girard Ave., 
Phila., Pa. 


SUBJECT'S FUNCTION 

AGENDA 

SOURCE (1 

Announcement was 

Business 

□ 

made to the effect 
that WILLIAM GARDNER 
ullCfll was to function 

Meeting 

11/20/50 

as a member of a com- 


Vf b2 " 

... ^b7D 

mittee which was to 


prepare material for 


7b6 | 

a series of lectures 


1*1 /lie 

to be sponsored by 

the Phila. 3ranch in 

the fall of 1950 . 1 t t 1 \ 

■ VI 


/in, late December, 1950, Confidential Informant ! l advis^dfxhat^Si.IITH 
had advised iiim that he planned to attend memorial services held at SYJP Head- 
quarters, 1303 West Girard Avenue, on December 16, 1950, in honor of KAHL KDEHH, 
a prominent member of the Philadelphia Branch of the Party, who had died that 
month. However, the informant did not personally attend the services, and was 
unsfole to state whether or not SMITH actually had done so. (U) _X/ 

/in late January, 1951, Confidential Informant 1 I further advisc^/X^ 

that he had learned that the subject was one of six individua ls who were. to/ 
attend a dinner and discussion to be held at the residence of | | 

[ identified as a sympathizer of the Philadelphia _Branch of 
'"She Socialist 'Workers Pa rty, the Covington Arms Apartments. Philadelphia, on 

Januai^gO, lpfTl. The informant added that 

| | all prominent members of the Philadelphia Branch of the 

Socialist' Workers Party, were also scheduled to attend this affair. However, 
the informant did not attend this particular meeting himself, and was unable 
to state whether or not SMITH had actually done so. 

ACTIV ITIES ON BEHALF OF TUB SI MPSON DEFENSE CO^lTTgE^ 

| Confidential Informant ! [ advise J -amt^ie^impson Defense Committee, 
also known as the 11 Committee of 39 Against Police Raiding of Racial and Inter- 
racial Gatherings, 11 was formed by the Philadelp hia Branch, of the S ocialist 
Worker s Rayty to raise funds for t he defense of ! \ a Negro 

member of the Philadelphia Branch. I I was arrested ^ his home on March 

6, 19h9t where a social sponsored by the Philadelphia Branch of the Socialist 
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Workers Party was in progress. Thirty-eight other individuals, many of -whom 
•were members of the Socialist Workers Party, -were also arrested, and all but 
| were charged with disorderly conduct and he ld in cust ody until 10:00 
AM March 6, 19h9, at which time they were released. I 1 was charged with 

operating a "disorderly house," and was released on $500.00 bail awa iting 
action of the Grand Jury. A true bill was returned against T I on March 

10, 19k9 a but on October 17, 19i±9, Judge LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL dismissed the case 
against f I on the grounds of 11 insuf f icie^t^^dence,. " 



^^jC^this connection, [Confidential Informant 1 [ advised in late March, 

19U9j^hat WILLIAii GARDNER SMIT H had agree d to serve as a featured speaker at 
the 'defense rally to be held in | [ behalf at Party Headquarters on 

March 26, 19k9» The informant further advised that SMITH had agreed to act 
as Chairman of the Simpson Defense Committee if the Philadelphia Branch of 
the Party organized such a committee. 

Mkoth Confidential Informants I I advised in late March, 

19ii9^yChkt WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH had served as a featured speaker at the 
defense rally referred to above. 

In this connection, the Philadelphia edition of the Pittsburgh 
Courier, dated April 2, ±9k9, contained an article on page 1, column 7, 
under the caption "Plan Drive to Free Mixed Party Sponsor," reflecting that 
SMITH had been one of the featured speakers at this particular rally and 
had in his remarks discussed his experiences with prejudiced Military Police 
in Germany and the patterns of police "terrorism in Negro neighborhoods in 
Philadelphia." 


in Hu TJX 
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jBoth Confidential Informants) j of known reliability, 

advised that WIILIAM GARDNER SMITH had pledged ^10.00 to the Simpson Defense 
Committee in March of 19U9- 



In early [April, 19U9, Confidential Informant ! I advised jbKat ^ 

I 1 Philadelphia Organizer of the Socialist Workers Party, had described 

WILLI All GARDNER SMITH as the "key man in the Simpson Defense Committe e* " 

This informant further advised that SMITH had conferred -with I l and other 

prominent members of the Philadelphia Branch of the Socialist Workers Party at 
Party Headquarters on April U, 19h9. Informant added that purpose of this 
meeting -was to discuss the general activities to be undertaken by the Simpson 
Defense Committee* 

The Pittsburgh Courier, dated March 19, 19h9, contained an article 
on page 1, column 1, -written by the sub ject^ under the caption "Mixed Parties 
Condemned by Minor Jurist," in which the subject criticized the Philadelphia 
Police Department and Magistrate JOHN F. DALI for the manner in which the 
I I case was handled. 
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ACTIVITIES OH BEHALF OF THE KUTCHEK CIVIL RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

(confidential Informant F | advise^^ai^tHe local chapter of the 
Kutcher Cx^ll Eights Committee -was formed by the Philadelphia Branch of the... 
Socialis t Workers Party in late 19U8 to raise funds for the support of 
3 an admitted me mber .of the Socialist Workers Party, and an A rmv 
veteran who lost both legs in combat in Italy in World War II. was 

released from his position as a clerk with the Veterans Administration at 
Newark, New Jersey, because of his admitted membership in the Socialist 
Workers Party. Following his dismissal a national Kutcher Civil Eights 
Committee was formed to raise funds to underwrite the cost of appealing 
his case, and the local chapter was formed in con junction therewith. 

t- <uj . — tTSxCT 

(In December, 191$, Confidential Informant ! VT of known relia- 

bility, advised that members of the local chapter of the Kutcher Civil Eights 
Committee were directed not to disclose the relationship of the committee 
to the Socialist Workers Party as the Socialist Workers Party did notwish 
the committee to be identified with the Party. (uuX 

[confidential Informant ! [ advised in early December, 19UE^7that 
7rrT. LT a tt GARDNER SHI Til had agreed to act as a speaker for the Kutcher Civil 
Rights Committee. 


(in early February, 195>0, Confidential Informant | advisedfihat 
WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH had been active in maki ng arrangements for a special 
meeting to be held in honor of | |on February 2U, 19^0, under 
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the joint auspices of the Philadelphia Chapter of the Kutcher Civil Rights 
Committee and the Philadelphia Industrial Union Council* The informant 
further advised that SMITH had agreed to sell tickets to this affair. 

This same inf ormant in mid-February, 1950 , advised that a luncheon 

honoring "was held at the home of the subject, 1233 North 5Uth 

Street, Philadelphia, on February 16, 1950.' 

(U) /J^Both Confidential Informants I I of known reliability, 

advise^Jthat YjILLIAM GA RDNER SMITH act ed as Chairman and featured speaker 
at the meeting honoring I l and held February 2k, 1950, at the 

Broadwood Hotel, Philadelphia, Pa* 

In this connection, the March 6 , 1950, issue of "The Militant" 
contained an article on page 4 , column 3, which also reflected that SUCTH 
had.,. acted as chairman and featured speaker at the meeting referred to above. 
The article further reflected that SMITH, in his remarks, had emphasized 
that "the Negroes, who knew only too wel l what it m eant to have their rights 
trampled on and taken away, must support ! 

ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF OF TIIS NAACP (1JJ 

In early [December, 1 9h9, ConfidentrS Informant I L of known 

reliabil ity, ac.vised tha t on December 7, 19U$^WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH had 
met with| | to discuss the activities of the Socialist Workers 

Party fltaction in the Philadelphia Chapter of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People. .. jyj 

In [mid-March, 1950 , Confidential Informant ! ^ | advi s edit hat 

WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH was active in the Philadelphia Chapter o?rhe NAACP 
and generally supported the position adopted by the NAACP fraction of the 
Philadelphia Branch of the Socialist -■Workers Party. This same informant 
in midP-June, 1950, advised that YftLLlAM GARDNER SMITH had attended the 
meeting of the Philadelphia Chapter of the NAACP held June 13, 1950, and 
following the meeting had expressed general dissatisfaction with the 
leadership in the local chapter of the NAACP. According to the informant, 

‘ SMITH planned to carry on an intensive campaign to recruit new Negro members 
into the organization and to form a faction within the group in an effort 
to oust the leadership of the local chapter, which he described as being 
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" Stalinist." The informant further advised that SMITH stated that he would 
utilize his position as a reporter on the Pittsburgh Courier, and his influence 
among other Pennsylvania Hegro newspapers to bring about the ouster of the 
members of the local chapter. • 


The July 22, 1 9^0, issue of the Pittsburgh Courier, on page 1, 
columns it and 5, contained an article written by the subject under the 
caption "Philly 1IAACP Acts for Stronger Unit,” in which lie heralded the 
formation of a nine-member committee formed by the local chapter of the 
HAACP for the specific purpose of improving the program and general activ- 
ities of the organization. This article was generally critical of the 
officers of the local chapter and their attempts to dominate local organ- 
ization, and praised the efforts of the Philadelphia Chapter in attempting 
to show that the Philadelphia HAACP "is not controlled by any one political 
group" thro ugh its appointmen t of this committee. This article was especially 
favorable to a member of the newly appointed committee, whom 

SMITH described as "one who would demand some land of reform in tactics and 


press hard for reforms and Democratic procedure < 


(U) 



In late | Ju ly, 1950, Confidential Informant ! ^ dvis^dj-that tfis 
lodal leadership of" the CIO had passed a resolution not to cooperate with 
th»- Philadelphia Chapter of the HAACP because of the fact that it was dom- 
inated by individuals sympathetic to the Communist Party. The informant 
further advised that SMITH had criticized this action by the CIO, and had 
made arrangements to discuss the matter with local officials. According 
to the informant, SMITH had declared that in the event local officials of 
the CIO refused to reconsider their decision, he would threaten to publicize 
the matter in the local Negro press. The informant added that SMITH had 
expressed the opinion that CIO officials would agree to cooperate with the 
NAACP since they feared adverse publicity. 


b 2 
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In this connection this same informant advised that in early August, 
1950, SMITH attended a meeting of the HAACP faction of the Philadelphia Branch 
of the HAACP at which the methods to be used by the fraction in its efforts 
to oust idie leadership of the local chapter of the HAACP were discussed. 
According to the inforaant, SMITH advocated that the branch fraction collab- 
orate with the CIO and "pack" the local chapter of the NAAC? with CIO members 
who would assist them to overthrow chapter leadership. 
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August lU, 19?0, at St. Mary's Chapel, Philadelphia, Pa. The informant ad- 
vised that the purpose of this meeting -was to protest alleged brutality on 
the part of the Philadelphia police Department against members of the Negro 
race in the Philadelphia area. Informant further advised that SMITH, in 
his remarks, was severely critical of brutality against Negroes by members 
of the Police Department, and declared that the Philadelphia Police Department 
discriminated against members of the Negro race by molesting mixed couples 
on the street and raiding parties and socials attended by both Negroes and 
whites without cause or benefit of legal process. He added that the Police 
Department was also unjust and unreasonable in its continual raiding of 
Negro hotels in the Philadelphia area.'^x^" 

(U) ^ ^ 

According to the informant, SBIETH urged those in attendance to 
picket City Hall and demand the suspension of each officer guilty of bru- 
tality against members of the Negro race if the Police Department itself 
refused to take appropriate action. The informant furthe r advised that 
SMITH declared that he hoped that the presence of Captair£~" 


of the Philadelphia Police Department, who was also a featured speaker at 
the meeting, did not mean that the officials of the Police Department would 
continue to "win. tew ash" incidents of brutality against members of the Negro 
race. 


b6 
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The August 28, 1 95>0, issue of "The Militant," on page It, column 7, 
under the caption "Hass Meeting Protests Philadelphia Police Brutality," 
contained an article reflecting that SMITH had been the featured speaker at 
the meeting referred to above, and quoted SMITH as stati ng that he hoped 

that the presence on the speaker's platform of Inspector 

of the Philadelphia Police, would not mean that police brutality against 
Negroes wo uld be "wh itewashed." The article further stated that in re-> 
f erring to l 1 presence SMITH stated "his presence smacks of frater- 

nization at a time 7/hen I for one have no desire to fraternize." 

The article further quoted SMITH as stating, "Dependence on 
present leaders of the Negro people will not solve the problem of brutality. 
It is necessary for the people to rely on themselves." 
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According to the article, SLUTH urged that more protest meetings 
against police brutality should be held, and that a delegation should be 
sent to discuss the matter wi th the Philadelphia Director of ^ublicDafety. 

<U> - 

^Co nfiden tial Informant I 1 advis ed in August, 19^i^_fthat SlHTH 
had conferred with I I on August 20, 1950, concerning 

the activities of the NAACP fraction of the Philadelphia Branch of the 
Socialist Workers Party. 



□ 




The Philadelphia Tribune, dated September 12, 1950, contained an 
article on page 1, column 0, under the caption "Whitewas h Cops in Assault 
on Prisoner," which reflected that WILLlAi: GARDNER SMITH I ~1 

were members of a committee of ^four from the Philadelphia Chapter of the 
NAACP which had conferred with police Superintendent HOWARD P. SUTTON to 
protest police brutality against members of the Negro race in PhiladeMma.^ 

i — LU) 

In late /September. 1950, Confidential Informant I advLsedjTthat 

SMITH had been requested by members of the NAACP fraction or the Philadelphia 
Branch of the SWP to attend a meeting of the Steering Committee of the local 
chapter of the NAACP, to be held at NAACP Headquarters on September 20, 1950* 
The informant further advised that SMITH had been requested to atten d this 
particular meeting in order that someone would be present to support I 1 

I ~1 who was at that time under fire by members of the Communist Party 

faction within the local chapter of the organisation. 
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This same informant subsequently advised that members of the 
Steering Committee of the Local Chapter o f the NAACP who were sympathetic 
to the Communist Party had sought to oust | from membership 

on the Steering Committee. Informant further advised that SMITH had been 
especially critical of these individuals, and had agreed to publish an 
article in the Pitt sburgh Co urier in an effort to refute their false 


allegations against [ 


in their effort to remove her from the committee. 


The September 2£, 19^0, issue of "The Militant" on page h, columns 
U and 5>, contained an article under the caption "Philadelphia NAACP Holds 
Second Meeting on Police Brutality," reflecting that the subject had been a 
featured speaker at a special meeting of the NAACP held that month at Mt. 
Olive Baptist Church, Philadelphia. 


The article further reflected that SIBCTH, in his remarks, had 
advocated sending a delegation to call on Mayor BERNARD SAMUEL, of Phila- 
delphia, to demand the dismissal of Director of Public Safety ROSENBERG 
and Assistant Police Commissioner HO WARD SUTTON . The article also advised 
that SMITH was strongly supported by j ~1 identified as the 

Socialist Work ers Pa^y candid ate for U. S. Senator from Pennsylvania, but 
was opposed by | | a member of the NAACP Executive Committee, 

■who argued that "timrf '^ould be allowed to properly organize such a dele- 
gation. ,r The article further related that the meeting ended in disorder, 
which is termed as "regrettable," pointing out that such was due to "dis- 
trust flowing from years of bureaucratic inactivity by the local NAACP 
leaders." jjjj 


(in late S^^mb ei^X^Qj Confidential Informant 1 of known 
reliability, advised! that I I of the Phila- 

delphia Chapter of.jfiie Civil Rights Congress, had expressed disappointment 
over SMITH’S participation in the affairs of the Philadelphia Chapter of 
the NAACP since SMITH was at that time supporting Wholeheartedly the 
Socialist Workers Party fraction in the NAACP. jjjj 

Ij.n late September, 195>0, Confidential Infomaat ladvised^that 
WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH had been invited to attend a meeting of the NAACP 
fraction of the Phi ladelphia Branch of the Socialist Workers Par ty, to be 
held at the home of I 1 on 

September 26, 19J>0. The informant did not attend this partieufar meeting, 
however, and was unable to state whether or not SMITH had actually done so. 


b2 
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In late I Oc tober, 1950, Confidential Informant ! I advi s edjtha t^ 

WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH had been requested by members of the NAACP fraction 
of the Philadelphia Branch, Socialist Workers Party, to attend a meeting 
of the Steering Committee of the local chapter, to be held October 19, 

1950* The informant further advised that SMITH "was unable to do so because 
of previous commitments but had agreed to allow members of the NAACP fraction 
of the Socialist Workers Party to nominate him for election to "the Steering 
Committee of the NAACP. 

This same informant subsequently advised that members of the NAACP 
fraction of the Philadelphia branch had severely criticized SMITH since after 
authorizing them to nominate him for election to the Steering Committee he 
had refused to accept the nomination. 

The informant further advised that members of the fraction had 
also criticized SMITH for his failure to support a resolution introduced 
by the branch NAACP fraction to th e effect that the local chapter of the 
NAACP render support to Lieutenant l 1 a young Negro Army Officer 

who was condemned to death for refusal t<N obey orders in the Korean campaign. 
According to the informant, members of the branch NAACP fraction were partic- 
ularly concerned over SMITH’S opposition to this resolution since they felt 
that SMITH, who could not be identified by the opposition as a member of the 
Socialist Workers Party, would have been in an excellent position to person- 
ally influence other members of the chapter. 

The October 21, 1950, issue of the Pittsburgh Courier contained 
an article on page 1, column 3, captioned "Sutton Reneges on the Issue of 
Cop Brutality," written by the subject, in which he severely criticized 
Philadelphia Superintendent of Police HOWARD ?. SUTTON for his failure to 
issue orders tc various Philadelphia Police Stations to the effect that 
all police officers who were guilty of unnecessary brutality against members 
of the Negro race would be punished. 

In Jmd-December, 1950, Confidential Informant | | advise^Athat the 

subject, as a candidate on the slate sponsored by the NAACP fraction of the 
Socialist Workers Party, was elected to the Steering Committee of the local 
chapter of the NAACP at the regular meeting of that organization held 
December 12 , 1950 . 


oONF 
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KNOWLEDGE OF THE AILS AMD PURPOSES 
OF THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PA RTY 

^^^\As set_forth previously in this report, (Confidential Infonnant l | 
~~| advi s o cj? that WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH ac ted as chairman and featured 
speaker at a special meeting held on behalf of | at the Broadwood 

Hotel, Philadelphia, on February 2k , 19^0. - . TT 

[confidenti al Informant 1 further advisedjuhat WlLLIALI GARDNER 
SMITH in introducing | | described him as "a "Revolutionist who ad- 

mitted membersliLp in the Socialist Workers Party and did not try to deny or 
hide his beliefs." * \ JTTL 


identified] 

to "The Militants 


iliiih-.in April, 19^0^3 
as a subscriber 


As set forth previously in this report, "The Militant" is the official 
■weekly newspaper of the Socialist Workers Party* 

REVOLUTIONARY STATEMENTS 3Y THE SUBJECT h : 
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ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF OF THE WORKERS PARTY 

The Workers Party and., as it is presently known, the Independent 
Socialist League, has been declared by the Attorney General to be an organ- 
ization coming within the purview of Executive Order #9835. 

' ^ January, 1948, Confidential Informant I i of known reliability, 
advisedJtfiat BILL SMITH was regarded as a contact of the Philadelphia Branch 
of the Workers party, and a potential recruit for Party membership. 


Also in £^ufby>l9ir§j ' Confidential Informant ! I of knovjn relia- 
bility, advisee/ that officers of the Philadelphia Branch of -the Workers Party 
requested SMITH from time to time to prepare articles for publication in the 
Pittsburgh Courier on specific issues in which the Workers Party was interested. 

^ 

In late foe tober, 1948, Confidential Informantl | adviseWythat ohe 

subject was to attend a special meeting of the Philadelphia Branch ox the 
Workers Party, to be held at Workers Party Headquarters, 1139 West Girard 
Avenue, on October 31> 1948. However, the informant did not personally attend 
this meeting, and was unable to advise whether or not SMITH had actually done 

so * 1 ' (U) __ £ 

In e arly ruaary , 1950, Confidential Informant of known 

reliability, advis ^^ ^fe. the name LILLIAM GARDNER SMITH, 1233 North 54 th 
Street, Philadelphia, appeared on the mailing list of the Philadelphia Branch 
of the Independent Socialist League. 

ACTIVITIES ON BEHaLF OF COMMUNIST 
PARTI SUPPORTED ORGANIZATIONS 


ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRE SS 

The Civil Rights Congress has been declared to be an organization 
coming within the purview of Executive Order #9835. 

W ><4n July, 1949, Confidential Informant l L of known reliability, 
advised that Y/ILLIAM GARDNER SMITH had been invited by officials of the \ 
Communist Party to attend a luncheon to be held in Hew York City on JultTBlli, (C. 
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19U9 j, in honor of BENJAMIN DAVIS, one of the eleven indicted leaders of the 
Communist Party, USA. The informant further advised that transportation 
for this trip was furnished by the Philadelphia Chapter of the Civil Rights 
Congress, and that SMITH had accepted the invitation to attend the afia^.(^^ 

^ V ^>fn£Joveriiber , 19h9, Confidential Informant 1 | of known reliability, 

advisnd^ia^ F - ~| of tlie Philadelphia Chapter of 

the Civil Rights Congress, had enlisted the services of Y/ILLIAI.I GARDNER SIITH 
in connection with the work of the local chapter of the Civil Rights Congress. 
The informant further advised that he believed that 31HTII was to prepare a 
narration for the Civil Rights Congress for its ” Tribute To Fighters For Civil 
Liberties," which was to be held at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, Philadelphia, 
on November 29, 191*9. The informant further advised at this time, however, 
that various members of the local chapter of the Civil Rights Congress had 
indicated a distrust of SMITH which he believed was the result of SMITH T s 
close affiliation with the Philadelphia Branch of the Socialist Markers Party. 

In late /hay, 19^0, Confidential Informant f advi s 

had agreed to selTlickets for a rally to be sponsored by the Philadelphia 
Chapter of the Civil Rights Congress and held that month in honor of HOHAITD 

FAST * (U) 

\ . [confidential Informant 1 | of known reliability Jh^n^ideirclfiGd 

HOWARjjSFaST as a member of the National Cultural Commission of the Communist 
Party, UbA. " (JJj 







This sane informant in early August, 1950, advised that the local 
chapter of the Civil Rights Congress had inaugurated a campaign to protest 
the treatment accorded WILLIAM PATTERS Or!, National Secretary of the Civil 
flights Congress, upon the occasion of his testimony before the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities. According to the informant, an important part of 
the Civil Rights Congress campaign was to obtain statements from prominent 
individuals condemning the manner in which PATTERSON had been treated by the 
committee . The informant further advised that VilLLIAH GARDNER SMITH had 
agreed to contact a number of individuals prominent in Philadelphia to secure 
statements from them for this purpose. ^ 

In early Jseptember, 1950, Confidential Informant ! | advisp 
WILLIAM GARDNER, SIIiTH had participated in a delegation sponsored by tEe Phila- 
delphia Chapter of the Civil Rights Congress which visited the office of the 
Philadelphia pc lice Commissioner on September 11, 1951 y to protest police 
brutality agaiiist members^pf the Negro race. 

(U> - ^ 



jin maxt^Febr^^ Confidential Infornant [ | of icnoun relia- 

dvisc Jthat the local chapter of the Civil Rights Congress had in 


bility, acivu. 

that month inaugurated an intensive campaign to protest discrimination against 
members of the Negro race. The informant further advised that the local 
chapter of the Civil Rights Congress had requested the subject to prepare the 
publicity for its campaign but that SMITH had indicated that his activity in 
this connection -would have to be extremely Ddnited due to his other commitments * 

r jU) 

■June, 1950, Confidential Informant | [ advised y tna-'o JibLiAN 

GARDNER SETHI, at the request of officials of the local chap ter x of the Civil 
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oiTiil , at t 


Rights Congress, had attended a press conference held by NILLI Am)^A TIERS 01 1 , 

1 [atiqnai ..Secretary of the Civil Rights Congress, at the FTA Halij Philadelphia, 
on June Ik, 1950* T he informant -further advised that following tiiis meeting 


SMITH conferred with 


the Civil Rights Congress in its efforts in behalf of 


concerning the strat egy to b4>. employ ed by 


T 
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This same informant advised that 


while residing in 


Alabama in 19 U5 < had stabbed his landlord and then fled the state to avoid 


prosecution. 


■was indicted for "unlawful flight" by a Federal Grand 


Jury in Alabama, and was apprehended in Philadelphia in April, 19U9. Accord- 


ing to the informant, the Civil Rights Congress sought to exploit the[ 


case as a flagrant example of the Department of Justice’s use of the Federal 
Fugitive Act to facilitate the extradition of Negroes who had escaped "the 
lynch terror of the South" « :-y 
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In mid-October, 195>0, this same informant advised that 

had criticized Sl/ITH for the manner i n v/hich he had p repared an article for 

the Pittsb urgh Cou rier concerning the case. The informant 

added that had been especially critical of the fact that SMITH, in 

his article, had not accorded proper credit to the Civil Rights Congress, 
and stated that following a conference with ! \ SMITH had agreed to 

rewrite the article in such a manner as to give the Civil Rights Congress 
proper credit for its activities in the case. 

The informant further advised at this time that SMITH had agreed 
to prepare an announcement for the Philadelphia Chapter of the Civil Rights 
Congress in connection with a state-v/ide conference to be sponsored by the 
local chapter of the organization and held that month in Philadelphia. 

ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF 0? THE "FREE JENKINS" COMMITTEE 

— — - (U) X 

In foarch, 1949, Confidential Informant | \ of known reliability., \ / 

identified toSlIAIJ GARDNER SI.HTH as a member of the Executive Committee o±' < x 
the- "Free Jenldns" Committee. ■ T T ■. \ ^ 

1 , .ccording to Confidential Informants L tne "ILree 


Lpccording to Confidential Informants! .ythe "ILree 

Jenkins" Committee, ‘which was controlled and dominated by the Communist 
Party of Eastern Pennsylvan ia and^ Delaware, was organized f or the purpose 
of demanding the release of I I flegro youth of 

this city who v/as convicted 01 the iiHirder of Mrs. KATHERINE MELLOR in the 

Philadelphia County courts. According to the informant, the Commun ist 

Party of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware attempted to exploit the 

case as an incident of police brutality and terrorism against the members 
of the Negro race. 

The Communist Party, USA, has been designated by the Attorney 
GaSriral as being an organization coming within the purview of Executive 

. mS! . 

The December 10, 19h9, issue of the Philadelphia Tribune contained 
an article on page 16 , column 7, under the caption "Reynolds to Address Rally 
for Jenkins," reflecting that Will JAM GAR DNER Sill Til was to address a planning 
conference in the case of ~1 to he held the following Sunday at 

the IHH A at Broad and Pine Streets, Philadelphia. The article reflected that 
SMITH v/as to present f acts at the conference developed by him in his investi- 
gation of the ~|case. 


Uy»vV 
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ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF OF THE PHILADELPHIA ^ 

COUNglL QF TH E ARTS, SCIENCES, & PROFESSIONS 

1 ^ jMl n early Janu ary, lflli9, Confidential Informant T i of known 

reHaBlliwA identified I [ ..of Section 11 of 


and Philadelphia representative of the Natio nal Co uncil of the Arts, Sciences, 
According to the informant, ! | advised him that he “was 
then in the process of establishing a local chapter of the National Council 
of the Arts, Sciences,, and Professions, which would be known as the Phila- 
delphia Coun cil o f the Arts, Sciences and Professions. The informant further 
advised that| |had stated that the PC ASP was to be backed by the membership 
of- Section 11 oi* the Communist Party of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware, 
aid’ would be regarded as a major activity of that section of the Party. 

;R, The National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions has been 

designated by the Attorney General as being an organization coming within the 
purview of Executive Order 9835* jyj 

In |june, 1950, Confidential Informant | | advise^that WILLI All 
GARDNER SMITH had advised him that he was then attending meetings of the 
Philadelphia Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. The informant 
further advised that SIHTH had characterized the PCASP as being composed of 
"Stalinists and fellow travellers." \ 


(confidential _nf orman 1 1 "f oi known Reliability, advised that 

has feen associated with the following meetings of the Philadelphia 


Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions: 
,'t Subject’s 

Type of : lee ting Location Function 


Agenda 


Source 


6/7/50 Regular meeting 322 S. l6th St., Attended Discussion of plans | | 7 

PCASP TYU -! 1 ~ -an 4-^ -5 ,-.V< A OT3 ' ' 


Phila., Pa. 


to publish an AS? 
Journal. Discussion 
of various articles 
concerning "Peace" 



f. 



pii loo-iklhk 


cm 


Type of Meeting Location 


Subject’s 

Function 


6/2l/$0 Meeting of 1831 Chestnut Attended 

Executive Board, St*, Phila*, 

PC ASP Pa. 


6/28/50 Regular meeting, 322 S. l6th St. " 

PC ASP Phila., Pa. 

7/12/50 Meeting of li|l5 Locust St, n 

writers Section, Phila., Pa. 

PCASP 

DESCRIPTION 


A genda 

Discussion of manner 
in which to raise 
funds for the pro- 
posed ASP Journal 


Source 


1 ___ j 7 /u, 


Discussion of proposed ” 
ASP Journal 

Discussion of proposed ” 
"Peace Plan" to be 
launched in the fall 
of 1950 


7/13/50 

I N* I _ 

■ r 


The following description of the subject was obtained from the 
records of the following: the Bureau of Vital Statistics, the Philadelphia 

Board Of Education, the Marriage License Bureau, Temple University, Veterans 
Administration Regional Office #10, all of Philadelphia, Pa. / 


Hume: 

Sex: 

Race : 

Height: 

"Height: 

H/es : 

Hair: 

Birth Data: 
present Address: 
Previous Addresses:. 


Education: 


lunia, pa 

MEiySiUTH 


LTLLIAM GARDNER/ SMITH 

Male 

Negro- 

5* 11" 

152 lbs. 

Brown 

Black 

Bom at Philadelphia, Pa. 2/6/27 
1233 IT. 5Uth St., Phila., Pa. 

1438 S. 19th St., » " 

1U2U S. 19th St., » " 

1828 Milder St., » " 

1330 3. 20th St., " » 

Smith Elementary School, Phila., 

Pa., (1932-38) 

Barratt Junior High School, Phila., 

Pa. (1938-Ul) 

Benjamin Franklin High School, 

Phila. , Pa. (19U1—UU) graduated. 

Temple University School of Business 
and Public Administration 3/5/U7-5/17/U9; 


withdrew voluntarily 


ree. received. 
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military Service: -Entered U. 3. Army at Fort Heade, 

I'd, 1 / 8 / 46 , received honorable 
discharge as 1/5 at Fort Dix, 

IE J. on 2/19/U7 

lilitary Occupation: Cleric-Typist 

Firearms Qualifications: Harlcsman 1H rifle 
Array Serial Number: A3N U3013962 

Veterans Administration 
Claim Number: 

Harital Status: 

Immediate Relatives: 


EDITH SI2TH EARLE, mother, 1330 



LEON VERNON HEMSLEI, father, 


address unlcaov/n . 

Occupation: Author, reporter 

Present Employment: Reporter, Pittsburgh Courier, 

512 S. Broad St«, Phila., Pa, 

Previous Employment: Librarian, Philadelphia Fellowship 

Commission, Hov., 1950, to Jan., 1 

CREDIT AND CRII I ENAL 

A review of the records of the Philadelphia Credit Bureau on 
April 12, 1951, reflected no credit record for the subject. 

A review of the files of the Philadelpliia Police Department on 
April 13, 1951, reflected no criminal record for the subject. 





VJ 
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ADLUNISTRATIVB PAGE 


The files of the Philadelphia Credit Bur eau, Inc, and the 
Philadelphia Police Department -were reviewed by 5E I 






THE PHILADELPHIA DIVISION 

AT PHIL ADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 


This case will be maintained in a 
pending, inactive status pending 
the Bureau's reply to Form FD-122 
submitted by this office in con- 
nection with this report. Upon 
receipt of Bureau’s instructions 
in this regard this case will be 
closed administratively. 





> i < 
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6-22-50 to 3E 

6- 26-50 to SE 

7- 31-50 to SE 

8 - 3-50 to SE 

8-7-50 to SE 

8 -S -50 to SE 

8- 15-50 to SE 
G-23-50 to SE 

9- 19-50 to 3E 

9-22-50 to SE 

9- 2U-50 to SE _ 

10- 10-50 to » 

10 - 17-50 to »r 

10-18-50 to "I 

10-19-50 to ”L 

10-20-50 to SE 1 
12-13-50 to SE! 
12 - 1 U -50 to « 

1 - 6-51 to » [ 
1-20-51 to " 


1-31-50 to Special Agents 
3-2-50 to Special Agents 




U-20-50 to SA | I 

Pretext call by -writer to Pittsburgh Courier, 
512 S. Broad Street* on hi 3/51 


Hew York: Confidential Informant 


Hot used 


as found in Report of SA l L dated 
10 - 2 J 4-50 at New York, captioned ” SOCIALIST WORKERS 
PARTY - GENERAL, INTERNAL SECURITY - SWP" . 


who furnished information to SA l I } 
on 11 - 2 U- 50 . | requested that her identity ! 
be protected. I 
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7 mi 


Office MemorMdum • united statS government 




D-I22 

>- 19 - 49 ) 

'MENT 


Director, FBI 
SAC, Philadelphia 


DATS; .. May 5, 19^1 




SUBJECT: WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 

SECURITY MATTER - SWP 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above captioned individual 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 


ALIASES 


RACE Negro SEX Male NATIVE BOR N X NATURALIZED. 


ALIEN 


COMMUNIS? 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


INDEPENDENT ^SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify). 


TAB FOR DETCOM 


DATE OF 


TAB FOR COMSAB 


PLACE OF BIRTH Philadelphia, Pa» 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 1233 North 5Uth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 

Pittsburgh Courier, £L2 S. Broad St>, Phila. , Pa. 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) 






'}(' h— 1 

MAY > 


V 

V . 

« ^ \ | ' * *" 




* ifc FD-122 

w (10-19-49) 

Memorandum • united states government 


tod U.T-0® 

+ S"srtc 


DATS: 


June 4, 1951 




TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM : g^c, PHILADELPHIA 

SUBJECT: & 

J WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 

SECURITY MATTER - SWF 

(Bufile 100-379969) 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above captioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


ALIASES 


COMMUNIST 


NATIVE BORN 

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


NATURALIZED 


ALIEN 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM 


DATE OF BIRTH 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


TAB FOR 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address). 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) 


JMAillw 

100-34744 


1 1 ) (H V? ^ ^ 

JUN ISSu 


It .J 

■ % h ~ 




^ FD-122 

S ( 10-19-49 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


DATE: July 20 , 19^1 


'J^sFROM : SAG, PHILADELPHIA. 

cP 

SUBJECT: WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 

SECURITY MATTER - SWP 
(Bufile 100-379969) 


NAME 

ALIASES 


0#, 

glisasa 
^ 32 

S! 


J =B»J» c-v 

It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on tke t 
above captioned individual, 


The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be|^ 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) ^ JX1 


tt 1 

' i.Av-3 IL=M 

a ess fr“-; 


RACE SEX NATIVE BORN 

COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY. 

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 

TAB FOR DETC0M_ 

DATE OF BIRTH 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


NATURALIZED 


cn 

^LIEN 

H 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 

- rn - 

1 '<51 

CJ55J 


TAB FOR C0MSAB_ 
PLACE OF BIRTH 



CECsagm 

100-34744 



6 AUG* i»* 


SUL g&m 


Q:o 



EX-141 




AG, L\ SHIITOTOI* 

AC, PHILADELPHIA (100-34744) 

* 

nUAkU GAPDNER S14ITH 
SHCUKITY MATTKH - SWP 


X0/30/CX 


031375 


■4 -te 
h - 

73 ft, 

» HJ 

q >+< 

2; 

£ -li 

£g. 

C&W 

&< p 

3 g 

S * 


Information has been received that the subject left for Europe 
about t ?o weeks ago, 

/ashington Field is requested to check with the Passport Division 
of the State Deportment for all information available oonceming the 
subject's trip to Europe, 

SMITH is described as follows* 

IJarw 7XLLUM GAT DTIE^N^JI TH 

Sex Male 

Race Negro- 

Height 6* 11* 

Height 162 Ibt# 

3yea Brewe 

Hair Blaok 

Birth data Beam Philadelphia, Pa., Z/g/27 

Address 1233 gar th 54th Street . Philadelphia, Pa, 

Tarital status Married, I let Philadelphia , Pa., 

7/23/49. 

Occupation Anther, rerrvrter N 

FBI HO. 


Author, reporter 
712 4f>4 A 


OLB » efb 

Bur ea t£.- * > 

. W * J > 

flr * y ; A. 

W ■ •. 

j ♦ » '< v • 

■* w ... ‘ ' */ a 


SH2*«wa 


\ * 


•/ / 




INDEXED - 134 


EX-r Ab 

“VOw % • 

- x y>-V 


OOPUHtS 1= 


38 A«. . • . 

62 nr. 1 ISM 





ifeeis'i 


«.~nsa#$iit . 
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l^toi Hevaeiber 26 , 1951 

tbf i£r. Loneld U ffreheleoa 

Chief, Trivial 00 of Security 
Gil toe of Consular Affoir* 

rvpertaent of State 

V^Mhim^on f U C* 

****** fota Mgar Hoover, BimUf 

ftei*rs£ Bureau of inveet igetioo 

,0 

Subject! fclLUAi; 3 -Tim*' mOTii 

s&cir rzr »:», ~ me 


o*mnmt&L 

BI Sf*£SP-L M& JRNOfe* 


DECLASOIrJ-D 


* 0 


RE ASO N - PC I H Il7l^^ =%S 

M TT i: ■ OP - REyjjjy / £J} ‘ 


In tm&tlcn b»« been reeeived th*t e*>fcu*»d indivliyia 
loft thi* ooimiy far Murop* approKteatei* tits fickle ef 0^ ,*r 
1951 * tte »bjeet*» Itinerary lo not k mm to tfei# jfare&n* H 

Willi** m*kmr Smith b*m been reliably reported to 
h^»«U*»ljr *** ocl * t * ti "*«* the nuimiofcu ar*neh of tho Loci *u*t 
S^rfcer* £>i ; r '/ *** m# ®«»idered a prrjODocUre wtbtr of tho Korkore 

in i> 4 . 1 * tho follao.n.: i* * e*c rintian if Smitnt cr » ^ 


CO 


soot 


itol«j;ht 2 

-v**l 


BXCffrlra^ 1 " " r ' Trm>i 
o^HErwf gs 



iiMr* 

Birth i-’ tft t 
Tueent i Jcrooo t 
’waiu* Afidrooooot 







fttiucatlons 


>f ; ' 


I»£W* 

f fi 

«Nt^wv # v « o — 

tfam rtULlfcdel. iut # 

1233 B« 54 th St*, riiila« -*oj§ 

1433 s* Ifth St* # » j; « '» 

1424 s. 19 th 3 t. t " ^ 5 

1328 BiLier St*, » ~ nr> a- 

13 >; a* 20th st*, * ■« « x 

Soith S lc w e rct a r y Schell, rtuiojL *£» 

Oi . non_U>\ r Jr 


» 
rrt 

S ^ 
' 5 -'i 

: n o 

a» —/• 


- 5 y?y^|~S 

O C*v -T~» 

sr# 5 % 

o 

X 


tJT 


CO 

2 


G la vln 

liichols / 


lll*| ( 1932 . 33 ) 
wMtl Jhaauor 


Rosen_ 

Tracy 


lior High School, 

<V (l> 38 -a) 


rrr 



ci — La gal Attache^J^Bpdh* 

cc - Legal Attache, Paria, 1 

cc - Legal Attache, Madrid, Spain 

cc - Foreign Service Desk 

?9g4:dhm 


HI 


<?t> 


^ f\j 

-5 ir O 

s ; £ ^ 


o 





/ 


5 < 

y ■ 

/ 




XiliU>ry Service i 


XUit^ry Oeenp-tioat 
Firearm a Qd*lirie&ii net 
Serial Xuobort 
Veteran# * dainletraiion 
data Hunter t 
Marital State* t 

teKi ti helativeei 


Occupation i 
/recent fiaployaenti 

rrevicoe ftmplogiMratf 


9tts4&^iin Fr*akJU& H# School, 

/hU*., : a, gradu< too* 

Tmi,ila Uhiveraity School <*X' /rttinece 
aaa ,'ublle Attaint# *4?© tan j/ 5/4W/1T/49 } 
#xth~rew voluntarily, &o aejsre* rtniv»ft« 
Saterea 0.o. in^ at Pert Beane, 

IfcU 1/ /4h, received honorable 
diaeterge &• V3 *> Pert Xttat, X*J* 
on 2/W47 
Clcrtetypiat 
xarkasan XI rifle 


^JM3oaP9ta 


C~129*l%i£L 
Married 


?&,« 7/2374? 


at i’JLl**, 


Edith Sftith Earle, nether. 



Lean Vo moo Hnudey, -father, 
oulreeo eojtaoaeu 


Author, reporter 

Peg/orter, /itt*t>yrgb Gcuriar, 

512 3* Breed i»t., PfcU** f ?*• 
Librarian, ^hiledoiphi* Fellowship 
Cecssleeioa, lot*, 1950, to J&rw, 1/51. 


b6 

b7C 


It dll be appreciates IX lb the event any infer*# t Ion oowee 
to yo*r attention etnoerainir trie eu&lo«t , « eotiviiiee wbilo abroad 
you will «d vice thlc Pima* 


The above ie ter jut confidential infareation and eheuld 
net be diece&iaeted outeioe y->ur agency* 


cc - t-ireeter C . hU’iwrfj^ L 

Central Intelligence * igency 3T 5>£SXM* iCR-i £ & 

200 £ J&troet, X* «• 

Seehingtoo, D. G* 

Attentions Colonel Steffleld saw* ri* 

; eaietarst esuty/ Bsepect i n am Security 


■* 2 *• 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SECURITY INFORMATION - SE? 


FORMSSL-! A 

THIS CASK ORIGINATED AT PHILADELPHIA 


REPORT MADE AT 

WASHINGTON, D» C, 

TITLE 


DATE WHE^I PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 

MADE 11/9,28512/20, 

/-//■■S* 26/51 I 


KJHiMET 


SYNOPSIS OF 


WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH , SECURITY E 

Subject was" issued Passport No. 511657 on 
9/27/51 for proposed 10 months’ travel to 
eland. Denmark. Switzerland, and It. 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

SECURITY MATTER - 3WP 



(jp- Bureau 

3 - Philadelphia ( 100-34? hh) (Ends 
2 - Washington Field (100-21|91U) 


COPY IN FILE 


PROPEI 

wm 

O' ' 


OF FB^Jfhis confidential report and its con 

de 
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PASSPORT INFORMATION HE WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 

WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH was issued Passport No® 511657 on September 2?, 
1951 > Tor a proposed ten months 5 travel to England, Denmark, Switzerland, and 
Italy for business reasons® In his passport application dated September 21, 
1951* at Philadelphia, he stated that he intended to depart from the port of 
Mew York on the Liberte on October 13, 1951° This passport was not valid for 
travel to Bilgaria, Czechoslovakia, or military occupied areas 

The subject stated that he was born on February 6, 1927 , at 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania® Pie listed his permanent residence as 1233 North 

| 1 5Uth Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania . He gave his father * s name as 

WILLIAM GARDNEpd^MITH, born at; Richmond, Virginia, about 190? and now deceased® 
He listed his Mother as BERTKa4sMITI®ARLE, born i n Philadel phia, about 
March 2 6® 1909, and at the timB of the application was residing at 1330 


He listed his mother as BERTKA^MITKjffiARLE s born i n Philadel phia.,, about 
March 26, 1909, and at the timB of the application was residing at 1330 
South 20th Street, Philadelphia 

The .subject iTtdica-ted that he was raarried on July 23® 19U?<, 1 

l ^and was residing with him® He stated that this marria ge had 
,not been terminated® T he identifying witness to his application was 

who had known him for seven years 

rr 

1 Passport files contain a birth certificate issued by the Bureau of 

Vital Statistics, Department of Health, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, showing 
the birth of "baby Smith" on February 6, 1927 , at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania® 

File also contains a sworn affidavit dated September 10, 195l s at Philadelphia and 
signed !y BERTHA EDITPilktH. I’^ARLE and CLAYDENE H^frOKNS stating that WILLIAM 
GARDNER. SMITH is the sbh of^BERTHA EDITH SMITH EARLfe as disclosed in L-* un 
Certificate No® 207i;80 from the Bureau of Vital Statistics, Department of 
Health, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and that this birth was registered as 
"baby Smith" because at the time of registration, no name had been decided 
upon for him^S 

A refusal notice appears in the passport file of the subject under 
date of December 5* 1951* and is based upon information furnished by the Bureau,,- 

The following description of the subject was taken from his passport 
application dated September 21, 1951s 


Heights 
Hairs 
Eyess 
Marks : : 
Occupations 


5 3 n“ 

Black 

Brown 

None 

Writer 
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PASSPORT INFORMATION RE 



She indicated that I L , — 1 

GARDNER WW T who was born on February 6* 1927 * at Philadelphia* Pennsy lvania, 
and was I 

terminated,. The ident ifying witnes s to her application for a passport was 
.WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH, | who had known her for seven years <A> 


The file contains 

a birth certificate from the Bureau of Vital Stat istics, Department of H ealth » 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, showing the birth oil ~1 on 


There appears in her file a refusal notice dated December i|* 1931* 
based upon information furnished by the Bureau,! 


The following description of l 

passport application dated September 21, 19 51 * 1 


Height t 
Hair : 

Eyes: 

Marks : 
Occupation: 



l>;as taken from, her 


'SWsi 


MISCELL A NEOUS 

Under date of December 7* 1951* a circular airgram was sent by the 
Department of State to the American diplomatic posts at Paris* Warsaw* Brussels* 
Praha, Copenhagen* London, The Hague* Oslo* Stockholm* Vienna, Helsinki* Bern^) 







m 
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and Frankfort-on-Main,j noting that the Department of State desired to receive 
any informatio n coming to the att ention of those offices regarding the activities 
of the subject, ,=1 U^> ^ Aa ^ 

ENCLOSURES; ^ 

TO THE PHILADELPHIA. OFFICE 

One negative a nd five prints each of the photographs of the subject 

[taken from their passport applications dated September 21 

1951. 


REFERRED DION COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


It is pointed out that this report is being classified as 
Security Information - Secret because of the inclusion therein of information 
from the circular air gram from the Department of State dated December 7* 195l 9 
which bears that security classification (J Crlt Z' 

REFERENCE: Philadelphia letter dated October 30, 1931° 






